ISO/IEC JTC 1 Special Working Group on Accessibility (SWG-A)

JTC 1 SWG-A N 130
2006-03-06
Document

Type:
Liaison Report
Title:
Liaison Report on CEN/ISSS Workshop on Document Processing for Accessibility to the March 2006 SWG-A Meeting 
Source:

David Crombie, CEN/ISSS WS/DPA Liaison Officer
Requested
 
For consideration at the March 2006 SWG-A 
Action:

meeting.
JTC 1 SWG on Accessibility Secretariat
ITI/INCITS
1250 Eye Street NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC 20005
jgarner@itic.org 



Liaison Report on CEN/ISSS Workshop on Document Processing for Accessibility
David Crombie (dcrombie@fnb.nl)

Liaison Officer to the JTC 1 SWG on Accessibility
Co-ordinator European Accessible Information Network (EUAIN)

22.02.06

All documents are available on request from Mr Jan Rietveld, NEN: jan.rietveld@nen.nl
1. Second meeting of WS DPA, Brussels 23.01.06

Mr Ioannidis welcomed participants and introduced Mr Rietveld, Secretariat. The meeting ratified the minutes from the previous meeting. Mr Ioannidis gave an overview (CEN/ISSS WS DPA N051) of the agenda and goals of the WS/DPA. 

2. Mr. Francisco Martínez Calvo from ONCE, 

Mr Martinez Calvo gave a presentation on Standards for Accessible Information Processing (see DPA N028, N055 and N056). 

Mr. Peter Korn from Sun mailed his comments (See: DPA N046).
What to do with analogue material? If only printed material is available than that is the source to work with. There is no other solution. 

Many publishers start digitising existing documents that still are protected by copyrights. A standard should take this in account. German publishers started a project to digitise their catalogues and backlists. They are willing to use an ‘accessibility standard’ but are not willing to make one.

It is not possible to generate accessible documents for all different users totally automatically from the same source file. For some purposes human intervention will always be necessary. Mr. Martínez Calvo adds that a good source file is important to make the whole process well organized, especially where graphics and audio have to be amended manually. 

3 The latest developments in W3C/WAI, Shadi Abou-Zahra – W3C
The presentation of Mr. Abou-Zahar is available as DPA N058.
Questions and remarks:
The 2nd version of the W3C/WAI Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) is nearing the "last call" stage. Mr. Abou-Zahra invited WS-members to submit comments on this draft version. The Guidelines are more abstract to be applicable to other Web technologies (format neutral), but technology-specific Techniques exist for developers. Author Tools Accessibility Guidelines (ATAG) are equally important to increase the synergy and promote the development of accessible content (rather than needing to fix it in a second stage). Harmonizing standards, also for browsers, is essential for Web accessibility.

4 Large Print on Demand, Mr David Taylor from Lightning Source UK Ltd
Text and presentation available as DPA N048 and DPA N047.

Some remarks.

Lightning Source works in cooperation with the RNIB (Royal National Institute of the Blind). Lightning Source and the publisher enter into a contract. The publisher must provide the PDF but retains the copyright. Lightning Source asks a fee per new title; an annual charge for each document, and the printing must be paid for. But, because it is printi on demand there are no stock costs involved. The books are printed in 16 points, the standard size recommended by the RNIB. The source text used by the publisher can also be translated to Braille or Daisy Audio.

There is a propriety file format to store PDF information. The WS is interested in this format and Mr Taylor will see if he can send information about the used format to the WS. 

5 Update on PDF/UA, Mr Marc Straat from Adobe
Presentation available (DPA N049). Mr. Straat is member of ‘Development team’ and ‘Out reach program’. 

From the discussion.

The PDF format is becoming more dynamic; tags can be added. But the maker/sender of a document has all the controls over what can be done with a PDF file. Mr. Straat invites the WS-members to participate in the PDF/UA Working Group. Interested members can dial-inn. 

A PDF document is not tagged by default but Adobe is working on this. Adobe is working together with other organizations to tackle this problem. There must be intermediaries to make the PDF format useable for making Braille books or Daisy audible. If you want to make PDF files you need to buy software. For converting Word files to PDF there is free ware available. Is ATAG going to be implemented in PDF? It is not known yet, but there are version 2 guidelines see: http://www.w3.org/TR/ATAG20/

6 Status of CEN/ISSS WS DPA

The Chair Mr. Ioannidis underlined the significance of a good source file as starting point for Document Accessibility. To get an overview of existing formats and standards we need more input from the WS members. Input is also needed for our deliverable, a CEN Workshop Agreement (CWA). The CWA must contain: 1) an overview of relevant European organisations; 2) an overview of relevant best practices; 3) an overview of relevant scenarios. Furthermore, we have to seek wider involvement and consensus of stakeholder communities and to install a network of interested parties for ongoing support and further development. See Compilation document of N012, N016,N038, N039 andN042. The information received by the secretariat (DPA N042) is evaluated; see DPA 054 ‘Evaluation of document DPA N042’.

7 Liaisons

Many organizations reacted positive on our liaison proposals. The following WS DPA liaison officers are appointed.

JTC 1 SWG on Accessibility DPA N018
Mr. David Crombie

JTC 1/SC 29/WG 11 Coding of moving pictures
DPA N019
Mr. Neil McKenzie

W3C/Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) DPA N020
Mr. Shadi Abou-Zahra.

AIIM PDF Access Working Group DPA N021 
Mr. George Ioannidis
AIIM has an American and European branch. 

Mr. Neil McKenzie is our liaison officer with the American branch of AIIM.

CEN/ISSS WS-LT DPA N022
Mr. Luc van den Berghe informs the WS that this WS is on hold. 
The secretary Mr. Jan Rietveld will be our contact and shall inform the WS members if necessary. 

OASIS DITA DPA N023
The secretary Mr. Jan Rietveld will be our contact and shall inform the WS members if necessary.

EdeAN DPA N024
Mr. H. O’Neill

CEN/ISSS MMI-DC DPA N026
Mr. Martin Ford

ICTSB/DATSCG DPA N027
The secretary Mr. Jan Rietveld will be our contact and shall inform the WS members if necessary.

OASIS ODF TC DPA N035
Mr. Benoit Guillon. 

JTC 1/SC 7/WG 2 DPA N036
Mr. Richard Hodgkinson 

The liaison officers will follow the developments by their liaison organisation and will send relevant information to the WS secretariat for further distribution. Hopefully they will give input to the CWA and a liaison report on our next meeting. 

Short coffee break

8 Deliverable CWA and Progress

Mr. Ioannidis summarises: we have evaluated the received information and decided on liaison officers with other committees. The secretariat will inform our contacts about the liaison officers.

There must be a first draft of the CWA at the end of this year. The chair proposed a small group of WS members to work on the CWA and suggests to have dial-inn meetings on regular basis. He also suggests installing a discussion list for the whole group. The secretariat is asked to organize dial-in meetings and the discussion list. The following members will form the working group: Mr. David Crombie; Mr. Neil McKenzie; Mr. Francisco Martinez-Calvo; Mr. Richard Hodgkinson, Mr. H. O’Neill; Mr. Reinhard Reumer; Mr. Benoit Guillon; and Mr. George Ioannidis. It is an open group. If other WS members want to join the Working Group please inform the secretariat. The documents of the WG will be put on the mailing list so others can react on the texts. 

The WS welcomes the article by Mr. Richard Hodgkinson. It gives a good overview of the WS and is excellent publicity for the WS. Mr. Hodgkinson is member of the UK Institute of Scientific and Technical Communicators (ISTC) and has a regular page in the publication of this institute. His articles are sometimes adopted by ‘colleague’ publishers in Australia / New Zealand. 

9 Next meeting

The next face-to-face meeting will be during the pre-conference at the University of Linz at the ICCHP 2006 Conference on 10 or 11 July 2006.

