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Do you believe the need for accessible information technology is acute across the globe?

Would you like to help take steps to ensure the availability of increasingly high quality accessible IT for all people?
INTERNATIONAL
SPECIAL WORKING GROUP 

On

ACCESSIBILITY
The Opportunity for Global Harmonization:  The need for accessible information technology is acute across the globe.  The ISO/IEC JTC 1 Special Working Group on Accessibility (SWG-A) provides a significant opportunity for players in the global marketplace to support development of consensus, voluntary, global standards for accessibility of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) that covers hardware, software, telecommunications and the Web.  According to a 2001 United Nations report, there are approximately 600 million people with disabilities worldwide.  The number is destined to grow as medical advances enable us all to live longer.  In response to this reality, governments around the world are currently exploring or actually establishing unique, national, ICT accessibility policies.  
The Opportunity to Participate:  Players in the global marketplace, including industry and consumers, can make use of the SWG-A to help ensure the standards they develop or deploy are relevant and neither redundant nor conflicting.  Collaboration on the international harmonization of ICT accessibility standards and policies can help to unite governments, industry, and people with disabilities and prevent the creation of unnecessary national technology barriers that can divide them.  Such barriers effectively reduce the actual amount of accessible ICT available in the marketplace.  The SWG-A is a significant step towards the international harmonization of technology standards for accessibility in order to ensure the availability of increasingly high quality accessible ICT for all people.

The SWG-A is looking for interested parties to review its summary of user needs related to accessible ICT.  For more information on how to participate in the SWG-A or to review the user requirements inventory, please contact Ms. Jennifer Garner (jgarner@itic.org).
Background - The International Accessibility Special Working Group:  At its annual plenary meeting in October 2004, the JTC 1, with delegates representing at least 20 countries
 unanimously passed Resolution 24 on the "Establishment of a Special Working Group on Accessibility".  The purpose of this SWG-A will be to encourage the use of globally relevant, voluntary, accessibility standards by inventorying all known accessibility standards efforts, identifying areas and technologies where voluntary standards are not being addressed, suggesting appropriate standards development bodies to consider new work, tracking public laws, policies and guidelines to ensure that necessary standards are available, and widely disseminating SWG-A materials.
Membership in the SWG-A is be open to all ISO/IEC JTC 1 National Bodies and Category A Liaisons, relevant JTC 1 committees, and ISO or IEC committees with accessibility efforts or concerns.  Membership is also open to other regional standards development and support organizations with accessibility efforts and representatives of consortia and fora
 as well as consumer organizations and user representatives.  The SWG-A is responsible for determining the most appropriate method to identify and engage these organizations. The SWG-A meets twice a year and submits a status report after each meeting and at each JTC 1 Plenary.  Much of the work of the SWG-A is accomplished through adhoc committees and performed electronically.
Background - ISO/IEC JTC1:  Joint Technical Committee One, or JTC 1, was created by the International Standardization Organization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Committee (IEC) to provide a single, comprehensive standardization committee in which to address international Information Technology standardization.   JTC 1 is the standards development environment where experts come together to develop worldwide ICT standards for business and consumer applications.  JTC 1 standards are globally recognized, provide global interoperability, and provide sustained development and retention of investment.

� National Bodies in support:


Delegations present at JTC1 annual plenary meeting in October 2004 (which voted unanimously for this action) included Australia, Canada, China, the Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Singapore, Slovakia, South Africa, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and the United States.





� Participating oOrganisations in Support, e.g.:


Typical Standards organizations that may wish to participate


ICTSB DATSCG


ETSI HF


ITI


ANEC


CEN TC 224





Fora and Consortia


W3C WAI


FSG Accessibility Workgroup


International Ergonomics Association





