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The US Access Board has created a new advisory committee to refresh its ICT accessibility regulations (the Telecommunications and Electronic and Information Technology Advisory Committee, or "TEITAC") under Sections 255 and 508.  The Access Board may be interested in using some of the work of SWG-A in its deliberations.  The findings and recommendations of TEITAC and the Access Board's resulting new rules may affect accessibility regulations in other countries as well.  For these reasons we recommend that SWG-A establish a Category C liaison with TEITAC.

Here are some proposed areas of cooperation, for discussion during the September 2006 SWG-A meeting in Brussels: 

1. 
Presentations from SWG-A on our mission and experience. 

2. 
The SWG-A is developing a User Needs Summary. 

3. 
The SWG-A activity includes identifying relevant standards. 

4. 
The SWG-A will generate a gap analysis that identifies user needs for which no standards yet exist. 

5. 
Coordinating outreach to standards developing organizations, especially when additional standards work is necessary. 

6. 
Coordinating the frameworks, contents, and wordings of recommended regulations to enhance the opportunities for international harmonization. 

Note that some individuals and organizations that serve on SWG-A are also represented on TEITAC, potentially facilitating the liaison.  

Recognizing the global importance of SWG-A’s work and the possible synergies with the TEITAC, should the Category C liaison be approved, the U.S. will be pleased to offer a candidate to serve in this capacity.  

