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1. Third meeting of WS DPA, Linz (Austria) 11.07.06

A third meeting took place where the current state of the CWA and the work have been presented. Presentations are available on request from Mr Jan Rietveld, NEN: jan.rietveld@nen.nl
2. Current CWA State 
The CEN Workshop agreement (CWA) is the primary deliverable of this workshop. After phone conferences held every two weeks with the WS core group, it has been decided to follow a user centric approach by developing several realistic use cases and visualising those. Actors and related processes for each of the use cases were identified and used in the visualisations. Sample scenarios include (More information is also available at: http://wiki.euain.org/):

· We are a printing house that serve 4-5 of the big publishing houses. Whenever those demanding people at the library for the blind want a file, the publishers refer them to us. All of our files are in Quark or Pagemaker so we export a PDF and send it to them. Is that the right way to do it? 

· We are a small group of research students and we want to create a framework for producing content that will output different formats. Which formats must we consider for people who are blind or dyslexic and how do we do this?  Is MPEG content easy to make accessible? 

· We are an online product distributor and we want to include a section on alternative format materials (large print, audio books, Braille books) for our customers. What are the basic requirements that we should request from different suppliers? How do we know that the materials will meet the necessary standards? 

In order to push the work further, the above scenarios have been classified in the following categories according to the actors’ knowledge level of accessibility and decided to look closer to the main two groups of actors that have little or working knowledge about accessibility identify common requirements and provide possible best practices for each group. 

From the current elaboration of the workflows, common tasks have been identified that need to be covered when introducing accessibility into the publishing workflow. Those are:

· Definition of document stylesheets that are agreed and disseminated to the actors

· Reference conversion of documents reference into tagged structured formats 

· Manual correction of conversion input/output (in the case where content creators did not follow stylesheet requirements)

· Extension of descriptions regarding visual data (images, videos) and other multimedia material

· Subsequent on demand conversion into accessible formats

Furthermore, there are specific scenario requirements that deal with specific format conversions that need to take place. It is important in these format conversions that the structure, annotation and metadata and intellectual property rights of the parent documents will be inherited to the child documents and not be lost. Therefore attention must be paid to use the right conversion order and toolkits. One strategy that seems to be most viable is to use a media rich (including annotations, and metadata) structured format as reference and then create the desired output operating direct on that format. An additional advantage of this strategy is that this format can be ideally also used for backups and to be stored in the publishing archive. 

3 Action items 

· Continuation of the phone conferences every two weeks

· Selection of representative scenarios and then detailed elaboration of their requirements and existing standards

· Analysis of different options for document stylesheets, reference conversion into a structured format, how to minimise manual correction and enhancement of the conversion output, how to extend descriptions of visual data and other multimedia material and how to convert the reference format into other accessible formats

4 Next meeting

The next face-to-face meeting is planned for January 2007. 




