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Per SWG-A Brussels Resolution 18:  Acceptance of the Fostering User Participation and Involvement Document

The JTC 1 Special Working Group on Accessibility accepts SWG-A N 210, the document on Fostering User Participation and Involvement.  The document will be posted to the SWG-A web site, distributed to the JTC 1 community and to any other distribution groups available to the SWG-A participants. 
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Do you believe the need for accessible Information and Communication

Technology (ICT) is acute across the globe?

Would you like to help ensure the availability of 
increasingly accessible ICT for all people?
INTERNATIONAL
SPECIAL WORKING GROUP 

On

ACCESSIBILITY
An International Initiative on Accessibility: The purpose of the Special Working Group (SWG-A) is to encourage the use of globally relevant, voluntary accessibility standards by developing an inventory of all known accessibility standards efforts, identifying areas and technologies where voluntary standards are not being addressed, suggesting appropriate standards development bodies to consider new work, tracking public laws, policies and guidelines to ensure that necessary standards are available, and widely disseminating SWG-A materials.

Why Work on Technical Standards? Technical standards are the “rules of the road” that technology companies use when designing and manufacturing their products.  Standards help make sure that products work, and work together.  If accessibility is built into the standards, it’s more likely to be built into the products.  It’s that simple.

What If I’m Not a Technical Expert?  We need you: people who understand disability and accessibility of technology are harder to find than people who just understand technology.  We’re working on explaining user needs in clear language, and scouring standards documents for places where they do or should refer to those user needs. 

Time and Travel Are Tight.  Much of SWG-A’s work is performed in ad hoc groups, exchanging and reviewing documents electronically.  You can focus on what you care about.
The SWG-A is looking for interested parties to review its summary of user needs and contribute to the standards inventory related to accessible ICT.  For more information on how to participate in the SWG-A or to review the user requirements inventory, please contact Ms. Jennifer Garner (jgarner@itic.org).
The Opportunity to Participate:  Players in the global marketplace, including industry and consumers, can make use of the work of the SWG-A to help ensure the standards they develop or deploy cover the full range of user needs.   Identification of user needs and gaps in existing standards can unite governments, industry, and people with disabilities and prevent the creation of unnecessary barriers to the use of technology.  Such barriers effectively reduce the actual amount of accessible ICT available in the marketplace.  The SWG-A represents a significant step toward creating an international resource that can be used to encourage the use of globally relevant voluntary standards, and thereby help ensure the availability of increasingly high quality accessible ICT for all people.

Background - ISO/IEC JTC 1:  Joint Technical Committee One, or JTC 1, was created by the International Standardization Organization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Committee (IEC) to provide a single, comprehensive standardization committee in which to address international Information Technology standardization.   JTC 1 is the standards development environment where experts come together to develop worldwide ICT standards for business and consumer applications.  JTC 1 standards are globally recognized, provide global interoperability, and provide sustained development and retention of investment.

At its annual plenary meeting in October 2004, JTC 1, with delegates representing at least 20 countries, unanimously passed Resolution 24 on the "Establishment of a Special Working Group on Accessibility."  

Membership in the SWG-A is be open to all ISO/IEC JTC 1 National Bodies and Category A Liaisons, relevant JTC 1 committees, and ISO or IEC committees with accessibility efforts or concerns.  Membership is also open to other National Bodies, regional standards development and support organizations with accessibility efforts and representatives of consortia and fora,
 as well as consumer organizations and user representatives.  The SWG-A is responsible for determining the most appropriate method to identify and engage these organizations.  The SWG-A meets twice a year and submits a status report after each meeting and at each JTC 1 Plenary session.  Much of the work of the SWG-A is accomplished through ad hoc committees and performed electronically.

� Participating organisations:





National Bodies: Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, The Netherlands, Norway, United Kingdom, United States


JTC 1 Subcommittees: SC 7, SC 28, SC 29, SC 35, SC 36, SC 37


ISO and IEC TCs: ISO/TC 159


ITU-T SGs: ITU-T SG 16


Regional standard development and support organizations: CEN/ISSS, DATSCG, ETSI/HF, EUAIN, ITI


Consortia/fora: Free Standards Group, W3C/Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI)


Consumer Organizations, User Representatives and other interested parties:  ANEC, Japanese Society for Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities (via the Japanese National Body), Royal National Institute of the Blind (via the UK National Body), Visual Impairment Knowledge Centre, WGBH National Center for Accessible Media





